Principals Message for January

DARE TO SOAR...

I hope everyone had a healthy and relaxing Christmas and New Years. It is exciting to be back and into our
second term at school again.

AMAZING MURAL: Did you notice the amazing mural painted by our Art Class which was taught by Tara Man-
son. The students planned and created this mural to represent our community at Arrowwood School. Be
watching our school website to see interview video clips of the artists explaining why they chose the symbols
that they did.

COLD WEATHER: Please ensure your child isn’t coming to school underdressed for the cold weather as we
usually go out for most recesses and noon hours (even when it is cold out, for a reduced amount of time) to
get a little bit of fresh air. Many students are coming to school without hats, mitts, and winter jackets. A large
number of our students are not enjoying going outside even on mildly chilly days due to the fact that they are
inappropriately dressed.

SAFETY ISSUE: Parents, please help spread the message that although the signs are not yet in place there is
a crosswalk marked for students to use which is located adjacent to the staff parking lot directly in front of the
main doors at the end of the sidewalk. Fortunately an accident was avoided on Tuesday after school when a
student was paying close attention to a vehicle that was backing up. The student was already in the cross-
walk when she had to run out of the way of a vehicle that backed onto the designated crosswalk. Please pass
on the following visitor parking rules to family members and others in the community who may not have the
opportunity to read this newsletter. When parking south of the crosswalk on the west side of the parking lot
(baseball diamond), you must pull forward to turn your vehicle around rather than backing up. Yes this means
you will be driving onto a small portion of the field, but this is a much safer alternative to backing over a child.
Also, when dropping off students at the South end doors you must park parallel to the school and playground.
This way you can pull forward to turn around rather than backing up. There will be no angle parking in this
area. Thank you for helping to keep our students safe.

LICE: Please continue to check your children on a weekly basis for head lice throughout the school year.
Please let the school know if you find lice on your child(ren). This information is kept confidential but it does
give us the opportunity to let parents know that it is still an issue in our school and that they should be check-
ing hair daily. If you have misplaced the information package on how to combat these little pests, please
phone Mrs. Holloway at the office and ask her to send another one home.

TRICKSTER THEATRE: We are starting to look at ways to bring a fantastic theatre company into our school
for a week long residency. Trickster Theatre will work with all students from k - 9 for five days, creating indi-
vidual class performances that will be presented on the final Friday to the parents and community with full
theatre grandeur. If you would like to help with the fundraising or have some effective fundraising ideas,
please let me know.

Jody Beagle
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Grade 1/2 News from Mrs. Smith

Curriculum Corner

This month:

-Exploring liquids

Water is essential to all living things. Water
interacts with other liquids and materials in dif-
ferent ways.

-Looking at culture

A group's culture includes: The way they live,
beliefs and values, language, art, music and food.
Cultures are different across Canada.

-Showing numbers in many ways

Happy New Year everyone! | hope everyone’s
family had a wonderful holiday and great start
to the New Year. | am very excited to be back
in school and looking forward to starting some
new programs and ' continuing to learn and grow
with our school. Every Gr 1/2 parent should
have received a letter and questionnaire in the
mail. Thank you to those who have returned
them. Also every student should have received
a postcard in'the mail. Please let me know if
you did not get it so | can send one home with

We can show numbers with words, digits, base
ten blocks, ten frames, and tally marks. We can
count numbers in different ways (groups of 2, 5,
10, etc.). We can estimate how many objects are
in a group.

your child.

Other Notes:

o Show anhd Share starts hext week
o Home Reading will start agaih oh Janhuary 16th

Kirk’s Grade 3/4

We are continuing our unit on recorders for this month. Ask your child to play Hot Cross
Buns, Mary Had a Little Lamb, or Go Tell Aunt Rhody.

This month we are learning floor hockey skills. If the ice is ready at the skating rink we
will go skating a few times this month. I will send home a permission slip with tentative dates.

In math we are doing numeration. The grade threes are learning about numbers to 1000
and the grade fours are learning about numbers to 10 000. We are spelling number words, esti-
mating objects, comparing numbers, showing numbers in expanded form, building numbers with
base ten blocks, and representing numbers in other ways. Don't forget to practice your basic
facts. You can go online to www.mathisfun.com/mathtest.

In science we are completing our lights and shadows unit. We are currently doing experi-
ments with flashlights. Ask your child about the interesting things they are discovering. There
will be a test in a few weeks.

We are finishing our study of the foothills region and will be moving on to the grassland
region in social studies. We are studying natural resources, vegetation, landform, climate, water
sources, seasonal activities, and provincial parks for these areas.

In writing we are continuing our research writing. We are adding “"dress-ups” to our par-
agraphs. Soon we will be publishing this work into power-point. Next month you can come by
and see the wonderful hard work your child has done. We will be posting these on the bulletin
board.

Another round of Home Reading has started. This one is due Friday, March 30™. I am
encouraging your child to use raz-kids.com for this. They can go to the "On Your Own” tab to
complete their reading assignments for this term. Students are welcome to work on this at
school during lunches, if you do not have internet at home. Remember the Arrowwood Library
has internet that is free for the public to use as well.


http://www.mathisfun.com/mathtest

Mrs. Davis-Forman’s Grade 5/6

Happy New Year!!

The 5/6 class have started 2012
with new and exciting units in

Science and Social Studies. We
are now studying Electricity and

Please check with your child

if they need any school sup-
plies refreshed. Some stu-
dents are still in need of
pencils, scissors and glue.
Each Monday your child will
have a list of 10 words they will

Magnetism and Mechanisms Using have written in their agenda.

Electricity. The Iroquois Confed-

eracy is now the topic of study in
Social Studies.

In Language Arts we are integrat-
ing a Power4Bones program into

our Daily reading and writing. |
am excited for the Podcasts the
students will be working. Watch
for them to be uploaded to our
school website.

Junior High

Jr. High

December quickly flew by in the Jr. High classroom and
current units in Science and we will be starting into new topics early January. Grade

These are the words they are
focusing on for that week and
will be given a test on the last
day of the week. My focus for
these words is that they show
improvement throughout the
week. We will continue to write
“What We
letters. Please look for them on
Fridays. It is important that
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they are in the duotang so we
can all see the progress the stu-
dent is making in writing. Any
extra practice you are able to do
with your child to assist them in
learning their basic facts
(addition, subtraction, multipli-
cation and division) in math
would be very beneficial. If
you’' d |ike fI
with, please | et
send a set home.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy

Lear ne dangdyasrerouygody »

Mrs. Davis Forman

2012as begun! All grades are finishing up the

7/8Science will

be exploring Light and Optical Systems. We will investigate the different laws of light, refraction, the
source of colours and connect their knowledge to the human vision. Grade 9 Science will continue use
their knowledge from the previous Chemistry unit as we start the
new unit of Environmental Chemistry. The key concepts we will be
focusing on will include how chemicals are essential to life, the risks
associated with chemicals in our environment, air and water quality
and the difference between organic and inorganic materials.

In the Math classroom students have explored what a googol is and

used their

knowl edge to

predict

will be finishing up the current units of study and moving on to new
U keep up

units by the middle of January. Practice makes perfect

the hard work Jr Highs!

AROq bshbd 4
keep up the hard work Jr.
Ghfgr o

ashcar
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Junior High LA and Social

we have quickly jumped tnto a short story unit in Junior High LA. Ask Your child to explain the elements of a story plot or
the different viewpoints tn which a story can be written. Students are continuing to work on their Uiterature Circle assign-
ments. They should be coming home with reading and one Literature cirele role to complete as each role s due every two weeks.
The students will also have a short story that is due at the end of January final draft).

tn grade g Social we are now starting on a jowrney of learning about the Spanish and the Aztecs. n grade 9 social we are
looking at developing an understanding of the Youth Criminal justice Act and the Rights and Freedoms of canadians. Both
groups will spend one period a weele watching “The National” and discussing stories that have an bupact on them. (£ would be
wonderful if You could sit down and wateh the news or vead the newspaper a few times a week with Your child. it is amazing
how mueh they enjoy discussing what they see.

tf Yow'd Like to kmow whether or not Your child has homework assigniments or tests please visit our website as they will be post-

ed on a regular basis.

Mrs. Beagle

Volunteers

Do you have some free time During School Hours?
A Half Day, A Full Day, two days
Do you like Reading with students?

We are looking for community members to come into our school and
read with

STUDENTYS AT ALL GRADE LEVELS, STAF
All Reading levels
Contact Joni goodkey, Learning Support Teacher @
403-534-3825
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| help to celebrate this important literacy event. |

|
WELCOMEn the office, we wel-

come the friendly face and voice of

Mrs. Nikki Holloway. Mrs. Holloway, ¢® ¢ & & & & & ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o

as some of you may know, is a long- SAYING GOODBYEWe had to say goodbye to two of our staff members L g

time Arrowwood resident who lives before the Christmas break. The staff and students created and presented
small tokens of our appreciation to Mrs. Tunnell and Mrs. Jacobsen on De-

with her four children and husband. cember 22™. | bet Mrs. Tunnell is missing the students but not the daily
We are thrilled to have her joining our commute in winter weather. Mrs. Jacobsen decided to pursue other oppor-
team at Arrowwood Community tunities in her career after working at Arrowwood School for many years. L 4
School. @ Thank you for your many years of service to Arrowwood Community School

as a learning assistant, librarian and secretary. ¢
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Deadline January 17, 2012

Write down all the letters in your full
name and make up as many words as you can.

Please send this list into the library
to have your

name entered into a draw for a
$20.00 gift certificate

Efor Scholastic Book Orders.




THANK YOU! THE DIFF ERENCE YOU MAKE DOES NOT GO UNNOTICED!

* Thank you so much to Mrs. Mansown for all of the time she spent working with the art students to create our amazing mural
in our foyer.

*  Thank you to all parents for contributing food to our Christmas dinner. The staff and students really
enjoyed the food and family atmosphere of this special event.

* Thank you to the parent volunteers set up the backdrops for our Christmas concert; Mr. Stoez, Mr. Cockv

+ Mr. Holloway, and Mr. Ingraham. My apology for forgetting Mr. Stoez when we verbally thanked our help
concert.

= Thank you to all the parent drivers who helped to transport volleyball students during the past
season to all of our away games. Your dedication to our school sports teams is greatly appreci-
ated.

+  Thank you to Deb Tharle for making some fabulous props for the grade 1/2 class' Christn
cert song.

YOUR VOICE MATTERS

As an annual check-up on the education system, the
Accountability Pillar provides an opportunity for Alber-
ta Education and school authorities to ensure that
we’re equipping students for success.

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators
consisting of surveys of students, parents and teach-
ers on various aspects of quality; student outcomes
such as dropout and high school completion rates;
and provincial assessments of student learning.

From January to the end of February, Alberta Educa-
tion will be conducting the annual Accountability Pillar
Survey. In January, parents of students in grades 4-
12 will receive a survey from Alberta Education. In
February, students in grades 4-12 and all teachers
will be completing their surveys online at school.

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about
experiences with the school. In addition to English
and French, the parent survey is available in Chi-
nese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean,
Spanish and Tagalog.

Your participation in the survey helps provide im-
portant information on the quality of education your
child is receiving, so we encourage you to return your
survey promptly.

Survey results will be available to school authorities
in May 2012, and will be reported publicly as part of
their 3-Year Education Plans and Annual Education
Results Reports.

Message from the Superintendent

Happy New Year, everyone!

The arrival of a new year is always an exciting time, as
we embrace a fresh start and fresh possibilities. For our
high school students, it’s also a crunch time, as the first
semester comes to a close with diploma exams and fi-
nals. | wish our students all the best at this critical time.

A new year is also a time of fresh promise and potential.

In Palliser, this new year brings new staff to our schools
as we reduce class sizes where needed to ensure our
younger students receive the quality time they need
from their teachers. At every school additional re-
sources are available thanks to the restored funding
from the province. We’re looking to these resources to
support school improvement and student learning.

This will also be a year of continued focus on assess-
ment for learning, and continued development of skills
to support student literacy and numeracy, both essential
skills for lifelong success.

There’s much work to be done, so | hope all of our stu-
dents and staff returned from the winter break re-
energized. We’ve got a lot to accomplish before the end
of June, and let’s not forget, Together Everyone
Achieves More. Welcome back, TEAM!

Kevin Gietz
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